The modern association. Preserving a Catholic presence in the U. S. healthcare system.
A leader in U. S. Catholic healthcare since 1915, CHA has helped Catholic hospitals meet the challenges of the standardization movement, the Depression, and two world wars. The fifth Health Progress article on CHA's history (June 1990) described the association's postwar emergence as a service organization under the leadership of Rev. John J. Flanagan, SJ. This article, the last in the series, charts CHA's response to the revolutionary changes within Catholic healthcare brought about by the Second Vatican Council and the passage of Medicare. It recounts the struggles within the U.S. Catholic healthcare community to sustain its Catholic identity, as well as the community's increased presence as an advocate for a just healthcare system. In the spirit of the institutes of women religious who established the Catholic healthcare ministry in the United States, CHA enters the 1990s committed to advocating for universal access to healthcare and enhancing its members' ability to serve the poor and vulnerable.